







The fruit is never named, but Americans tend to think about it as an
apple. What is your favorite fruit?
God sets up only one boundary for life in Eden, but humans break it.
What is so tempting about what we aren’t supposed to do?
Adam and Eve eat the fruit because they desire to be like God. Where
do you see this desire to be more than we are getting human beings in
trouble today?
Adam and Eve are quick to blame others. Can you think of a time when
you were caught doing something you weren’t supposed to and tried to
blame someone else? How did it make the situation worse?
Why do you think God kicks Adam and Eve out of the garden? What
makes sense about this? What doesn’t feel right about this?

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had
made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the
garden’?” The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the
garden; but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the
garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’” But the serpent said to the woman, “You
will not die; for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will
be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good for
food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make
one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was
with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were
naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.
They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening
breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God
among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him,
“Where are you?” He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid,
because I was naked; and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked?
Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The
woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then
the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said,
“The serpent tricked me, and I ate.”
Then the Lord God said, “See, the man has become like one of us, knowing good and evil;
and now, he might reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life, and eat, and live
forever”— therefore the Lord God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the
ground from which he was taken. He drove out the man; and at the east of the garden of
Eden he placed the cherubim, and a sword flaming and turning to guard the way to the
tree of life.
Genesis 3:1-24

